ROATAN, HONDURAS MISSION TRIP

PRIOR TO ARRIVING

Am I going on this trip to serve God and other people 
or am I going to serve my own wants or desires?

The Bible has a lot to say about our motives. A motive is the underlying reason for any action. Proverbs 16:2 says, “All a person’s ways seem pure to them, but motives are weighed by the LORD.” Because the human heart is very deceitful (Jeremiah 17:9), we can easily fool ourselves about our own motives. We can pretend that we are choosing certain actions for God or the benefit of others, when in reality we have selfish reasons. God is not fooled by our selfishness and is “a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart” (Hebrews 4:12).

Human beings can operate from a variety of motivations, often negative. Pride, anger, revenge, a sense of entitlement, or the desire for approval can all be catalysts for our actions. Any motivation that originates in our sinful flesh is not pleasing to God (Romans 8:8). God even evaluates the condition of our hearts when we give offerings to Him (2 Corinthians 9:7). Selfish motives can hinder our prayers. James 4:3 says, “When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.” Because our hearts are so deceitful, we should constantly evaluate our own motives and be willing to be honest with ourselves about why we are choosing a certain action.

We can even preach and minister from impure motives (Philippians 1:17), but God is not impressed (Proverbs 21:27). Jesus spoke to this issue in Matthew 6:1 when He said, “Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others to be seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven.” Those involved in ministry must stay alert to this tendency toward selfishness, because ministry begun for pure reasons can quickly devolve into selfish ambition if we do not guard our hearts (Proverbs 4:23).

So what is the right motivation? First Thessalonians 2:4 says, “4 But as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, even so we speak, not as pleasing men, but God who tests our hearts. (NIV). God is interested in our motives even more than our actions. First Corinthians 4:5 says that, when Jesus comes again, “he will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of the heart. At that time each will receive their praise from God.” God wants us to know that He sees what no one else sees. He knows why we do what we do and desires to reward those whose hearts are right toward Him. We can keep our motives pure by continually surrendering every part of our hearts to the control of the Holy Spirit.

Here are some specific questions to help us evaluate our own motives:

1. If no one ever knows what I am going on this trip, serving, sacrificing), would I still do it?
2. If I wasn’t able to get a picture of me serving, would that bother me?
3. Would I joyfully take a lesser position if God asked me to?
4. Am I doing this trip for the praise of others or how it makes me feel?
5. If I had to suffer for continuing what God has called me to do, would I continue?
6. If others misunderstand or criticize my actions, will I stop?
7. If those whom I am serving never show gratitude or repay me in any way, will I still do it?
8. Do I judge my success or failure based upon my faithfulness to what God has asked me to do, or how I compare with others?

Food for Thought:
Motivation becomes an issue when we are not honest with ourselves about why we are doing things. When we give the outward appearance of obeying God but our hearts are hard, God knows. We are deceiving ourselves and others, too. The only way we can operate from pure motives is when we “walk in the Spirit” 
Read Galatians 5:16-25



INTRODUCTION
(Please complete before orientation Saturday night)

Serve God whole-heartedly. As a Christian you have probably been told this many times. However, what exactly does it mean? After receiving Christ many Christians face the dilemma of “now what”. Without proper guidance or teaching many young believers fall back into the same habits, patterns, and mindsets as before. So this week we are going to look at what it means to serve God whole-heartedly. We will examine the lives of several disciples, such as Daniel and Paul, who truly exhibited what it means to live whole-heartedly for God.


Read the following verses and write down what they are saying (answers can be recorded on the notes page):

Matthew 6:24 & James 3:10-12



1 Corinthians 10:31 & John 12:25-26



[bookmark: _GoBack]Scripture makes it clear that man cannot serve God half-heartedly. Being a “luke-warm” (Revelation 3:16) Christian is a serious offense and is addressed many times throughout Scripture. Titus 1:16 says, “ They claim that they know God, but their actions deny it. They are hateful and disobedient, not fit to do anything good.”. Being from the South it seems like everyone professes to know God. It is how most of us are raised; it is our culture. However, are your actions reaffirming your beliefs? Do they reflect a transformed heart that is seeking to obey God whole-heartedly or do they reflect a corrupted, hateful heart?


Food for Thought:
Pray that God will help you serve with humility this week! Ask him to open your heart to His Word so it may impact you in great and mighty ways.  
Read Galatians 5:13-15 

 
 



















Monday Devotion
I Can Do All Things Through Christ Who Strengthens Me
Need help on how to have an effective devotional time? Review the guide in the beginning of the book and follow the steps! 



Paul was one of the toughest men to have walked this Earth. During his lifetime he was beaten, persecuted, imprisoned, and shipwrecked on a deserted island. He walked thousands of miles in nothing but sandals. Why did he do this? To glorify God and spread the Gospel. Paul did not let pain, suffering, frustration, or weariness get in the way of his purpose. He was devoted to Christ. Because of this Paul has one of the greatest testimonies in the Bible. A testimony is not just how God saved you, but it is how God is growing you through your experiences, studies, and relationship with Him!
What about you? Has God called you to go the extra mile both physically and spiritually? How does your devotion to God bring him Glory?  Paul knew that apart from Christ he could do nothing. He could not persevere without God’s help, Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross, or the Holy Spirit working in him.

Read Galatians 1 (Paul’s Testimony) then answer the questions:

What do you think a testimony is?

How are you growing? Make a list of things you are learning and how you have grown over the past year.

Read 2 Timothy 1:1-13 then answer the questions:

According to the passage, what has saved us?

What does Paul encourage Timothy to do in verse 8?

What would Paul say to us when we feel down and disheartened?

Food for Thought
A testimony is so much more than how you became a Christian! It is also how God is changing you every day!
 How is God working in your life this week to change your testimony?  
If someone asked you to share your testimony this week, what would you say? Take a moment to think about your testimony.




















Tuesday Devotion
You are Unique
Need help on how to have an effective devotional time? Review the guide in the beginning of the book and follow the steps! 


Have you ever caught a snow flake and stared at it really close? So close that you can see all the little details that make it a snow flake? Believe it or not, that snow flake is unique. Nowhere in the world can you find a snow flake that exact size or shape. It is the only one to exist of its kind and the only one that will ever exist. God made us like snowflakes: unique, special, and one of a kind. God loved us so much that He designed and created us like no one else in the world!  He has given each of us different abilities, gifts, desires, talents, passions, personality traits, and quirks. All these differences glorify God when we use them for his Kingdom!

How has God made you unique?

Read each verse and write down what they are saying (answers can be recorded on the notes page):

Romans 12:3-8
James 1:17
1 Corinthians 12:4-6
Psalms 139:13-18
What do you think you Spiritual gift(s) might be? Refer back to Romans 12!


Are you using them to bring God Glory? To serve Him wholeheartedly?


Food for Thought
How can you use your Spiritual gifts while in Honduras? How about when you get back home?

 



















Wednesday Devotion
Trust with Confidence
Need help on how to have an effective devotional time? Review the guide in the beginning of the book and follow the steps! 

Do you have any fears: heights, spiders, snakes, darkness? How about fear of the unknown? How about the fear of being judged? Just as your fear of heights might keep you from climbing mountains, your fear of looking different may keep you from whole-heartedly serving Christ. Maybe your fear of completely turning yourself over to God (trusting God with your life) is keeping you from truly experiencing all the plans God has for your life. Do not let this fear or sin keep you from missing out! Through Jesus there is nothing to fear, and we can boldly embrace the excitement of living life on the edge. We trust moment by moment that what we need, in serving Him, He will supply (life, breath, and everything, passions, friends, talents). Luckily, we can look at the story of Daniel as an example of faithfulness in times of fear and trouble.

Read Daniel 6 and answer the questions (answers can be recorded on the notes page):

Why do you think Daniel continued to pray even though he knew he could be punished for it?

Do you think he weighed the cost of praying to God? Was he scared?

What do you think was going through Daniel’s mind as he was being tossed into the lions’ den?

What happened while Daniel was in the lions’ den? Did his response to the king surprise you at all? Why?

Would you ever disobey a king like Daniel did? What would it take to be this brave?

When trials come how do you usually respond?

Food for Thought
Jesus never said that following Him would be easy. In fact, throughout the Bible, He states Christians will face troubles for being different. Do you think God is challenging you to be brave like Daniel while on this missions trip? What about at home?

 
























Thursday Devotion
Be Doers not just Hearers
As Christians we are often put under a microscope. People are constantly waiting for us to mess up or say something we shouldn’t, just so they can prove we are like everyone else. Unfortunately, we will sin and others will notice. Luckily, God’s Grace has saved us from our mistakes. This does not give us a green light to continue in our sinful ways, but, instead, it frees us to share Forgiveness and Grace with those around us when we do sin.
The book of James says that Faith without works is dead. (This statement DOES NOT mean you can work your way into Salvation but it always accompanies faith)  As Christians we are told to serve over and over again throughout Scripture. But what does this mean exactly? In order to figure this out, we must look to the Bible!

Read John 15:1-9 then answer the questions:

What does Jesus say about the vines that abide in Him? What does it mean to ‘abide’?

What does Jesus say about the vines that do not bear fruit? What does that mean?

How does Jesus encourage us to keep his commandments? What is the results of keeping his commandments?

Read James 1:19-27

What does it mean to be a doer of the word and not just a hearer?

What does it mean to be a hearer of the word and not a doer? Why is this considered unfaithful?

Is your Faith evident in the way you live?

Food for Thought
Of course, we cannot whole-heartedly follow someone truly if we know nothing about that person. We must diligently study His Word and seek Him in prayer so that we might know Him and, knowing Him, that we might love Him. How are you learning to know and love  God right now?

 

